[Angelman syndrome and intracranial aneurysm: fortuitous association or commune genetic predisposition?].
Although the pathogenesis of cerebral aneurysms has been studied intensively, it is yet poorly understood. However, a genetic predisposition to this pathology has been often suspected. We describe a patient with both intracranial aneurysm and Angelman syndrome. Angelman syndrome is characterized by severe mental retardation, inappropriate laughter, absent speech, dysmorphic facial features and seizures. It is due to genetic abnormalities of chromosome 15. Cerebral aneurysms are sometimes associated with inherited diseases like autosomal dominant polycystic kidney disease. Moreover several candidate genes have been analysed, to search for genetic variants which might be associated with the occurrence of intracranial aneurysms. Our question is: is the association described in our observation fortuitous or do these diseases share a same genetic predisposition? Our observation also supports the hypothesis of a genetic participation in the genesis of cerebral aneurysms.